CHAPTER VIII PARASITES OF THE HORSE
HORSES are sometimes infested with skin parasites such as lice, mites, and ticks. Any animal that shows symptoms of itching or rubbing, together with loss of hair or scab formation, should be carefully examined for these parasites. The advice given for the removal of these pests on horses applies also to mules and asses,
LICE
Every kind of animal has its own particular species of lice. The horse louse will not live for any length of time on cattle, sheep, goats, or chickens. Three varieties of lice affect horses, one blood-sucking and two biting, all large enough to be seen readily with the naked eye. The bloodsucking louse is much larger than either of the biting kinds and has a long-pointed head, while the heads of the biting lice are short and blunt. This is natural for the method of attack, for each variety requires different head construction. The blood-sucking lice do the most damage and are also the hardest to eradicate.
All lice lay eggs. The eggs or nits are attached to the hair, close to the skin. After ten to twenty days the eggs hatch and the young lice begin their life, which is spent entirely on the body of the horse. Lice can live only a few days after they leave the body of the animal.
Lice are most troublesome during the winter months, when the hair is longest.  In spring and summer the lice appear to desert the horse, but it is probable that a few remain to continue the infestation in the fall 180